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What is the Governance Model of New Delhi? 

 The status of Delhi being a Union Territory under Schedule 1 of the Constitution 
but christened the ‘National Capital Territory’ under Article 239AA, engrafted 
by the Constitution (69th Amendment) Act. 

 The 69th amendment to the Constitution of India inserted Article 239AA, which 
declared the Union Territory of Delhi to be administered by a L-G who works on 
aid and advice of the elected legislative assembly. 

However, the ‘aid and advice’ clause pertains only to matters on which the 
elected Assembly has powers under the State and Concurrent Lists With 
the exception of public order, police, and land. 

 Further, the Article 239AA also notes that L-G has to either act on the aid and 
advice of the Council of Ministers, or he is bound to implement the decision 
taken by the President on a reference being made by him. 

 Also, Article 239AA, empowers the L-G to refer a difference of opinion on ‘any 
matter’ with the Council of Ministers to the President. 

 Thus, this dual control between L-G and the elected government leads to a 
power tussle. 

ARTICLE 309: 

Recruitment and conditions of service of persons serving the Union or a 

State. 

Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Acts of the appropriate Legislature may 

regulate the recruitment, and conditions of service of persons appointed, to public 

services and posts in connection with the affairs of the Union or of any State: 

Provided that it shall be competent for the President or such person as he may direct 

in the case of services and posts in connection with the affairs of the Union, and for 

the Governor  of a State or such person as he may direct in the case of services and 

posts in connection with the affairs of the State, to make rules regulating the 

recruitment, and the conditions of service of persons appointed, to such services and 

posts until provision in that behalf is made by or under an Act of the appropriate 

Legislature under this article, and any rules so made shall have effect subject to the 

provisions of any such Act. 
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What is Polio? 

o Polio is a crippling and potentially deadly viral infectious disease that 
affects the nervous system. 

o There are three individual and immunologically distinct wild poliovirus 
strains: 

 Wild Poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) 

 Wild Poliovirus type 2 (WPV2) 

 Wild Poliovirus type 3 (WPV3) 

o Symptomatically, all three strains are identical, in that they cause 
irreversible paralysis or even death. However, there are genetic and 
virological differences, which make these three strains separate viruses 
which must each be eradicated individually. 

 Spread: 

o The virus is transmitted person-to-person mainly through the faecal-oral 
route or, less frequently, by a common vehicle (for example, through 
contaminated water or food). 

o It largely affects children under 5 years of age. The virus multiplies in the 
intestine, from where it can invade the nervous system and can cause 
paralysis. 

 Symptoms: 

o Most people with polio do not feel sick. Some people have only minor 
symptoms, such as fever, tiredness, nausea, headache, pain in the arms and 
legs, etc. 

o In rare cases, polio infection causes permanent loss of muscle function 
(paralysis). 
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o Polio can be fatal if the muscles used for breathing are paralysed or if there 
is an infection of the brain. 

 Prevention and Cure: 

o There is no cure, but it can be prevented through Immunisation. 

 Vaccines: 

o Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV): It is given orally as a birth dose for institutional 
deliveries, then primary three doses at 6, 10 and 14 weeks and one booster 
dose at 16-24 months of age. 

o Injectable Polio Vaccine (IPV): It is introduced as an additional dose along 
with the 3rd dose of DPT (Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus) under 
the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP). 

 India & Polio: 

o India received polio-free certification by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) in 2014, after three years of zero cases. 

 This achievement has been spurred by the successful Pulse Polio 
Campaign in which all children were administered polio drops. 

 The last case due to wild poliovirus in the country was detected on 
13th January 2011. 

What Initiatives have been taken to Eradicate Polio? 

 Global: 

o Global Polio Eradication Initiative: 

 It was launched in 1988 by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
(GPEI), by national governments and WHO. Presently, 80% of the 
world’s population is now living in certified polio-free regions. 

 An estimated 1.5 million childhood deaths have been prevented, 
through the systemic administration of vitamin A during polio 
immunization activities. 

o World Polio Day: 

 It is observed every year on 24th October in order to call on countries 
to stay vigilant in their fight against the disease. 

 Indian: 

o Pulse Polio Programme: 

 It was started with an objective of achieving 100% coverage under 
Oral Polio Vaccine. 
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o Intensified Mission Indradhanush 2.0: 

 It was a nationwide immunisation drive to mark the 25 years of Pulse 
polio programme (2019-20). 

o Universal Immunization Programme (UIP): 

 It was launched in 1985 with the modification to ‘Expanded 
Programme of Immunization (EPI). The objectives of the Programme 
include: 

 Rapidly increasing immunization coverage 

 Improving the quality of services 

 Establishing a reliable cold chain system to the health facility 
level 

 Introducing a district-wise system for monitoring of performance 

 Achieving self-sufficiency in vaccine production. 
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How has SC validated T.N. stand on jallikattu? 

Why has the judgment brought cheer to the Tamil Nadu government and supporters of the sport? 

Will it be applicable to similar races in other States? Is regulation preferred over a ban? How has 

the court dealt with animal rights? 

 

Jallikattu, the traditional rural sport involving bulls, has received judicial 

approval. A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court has ruled that the 

amendment made in 2017 by the Tamil Nadu Assembly to the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act, 1960, facilitating the smooth conduct of the sport with stringent regulations, 

is valid. The court has, thus, settled the question whether the sport should be disallowed on the 

ground that it involves unnecessary cruelty to animals and violates animal rights. The verdict is 

also applicable to other sports involving bovines such as Kambala (buff•alo race) in Karnataka and 

bullockcart racing in Maharashtra.  

 What are the controversies over jallikattu?   

The main conflict over the sport, which involves sturdy bulls being let loose into the arena and 

being chased by men who are considered winners if they manage to hold on to the humps 

of the animals without being thrown off, is whether it entails unnecessary cruelty. Animal 

rights activists have been arguing that the manner in which it is held is cruel because it 

inflicts pain and suffering. What appears to be a bull’s ferocity in the arena is actually a flight 

response born out of fear. Specific acts that allegedly took place in the past — before the 

events were regulated by law — such as beating the bulls or twisting their tails and other acts 

that inflict pain so that they are more ferocious in the arena, are now rare. 

In 2006, a Madras High Court judge, when a petition for permission to hold a rekla race (a 

kind of bullock cart race) came up before her, barred the conduct of any such event including 

jallikattu. On appeal, a Division Bench set aside the order, but asked the government to take 

steps to prevent any kind of violence or cruelty as well as ensure the safety of the participants 

and spectators. It favoured regulation over an outright ban. The State Assembly adopted the 

Tamil Nadu Regulation of Jallikattu Act in 2009 to strengthen its case for holding the event by 

adopting regulations and safety measures. In July 2011, the Union Ministry of Environment 

and Forests issued a notification including ‘bulls’ in a list of animals that are prohibited from being 

exhibited or trained for any performance. Efforts to organise the sport as a regulated event 

failed and jallikattu could not take place for some years. The ban caused a bitter divide in society 

between two camps: those who believed that jallikattu should be organised without any 

hindrance as it was part of the State’s tradition and culture, and that its continuance was 

needed to preserve the native breeds of bulls on the one hand; and those who believed it cannot 

be regulated at all as it amounted to cruelty and illtreatment of animals in any form. Further, the 

number of human casualties during the events every year also raised concern about the safety 

of the participants and spectators.   
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Why did the Supreme Court ban the sport? 

 In a landmark verdict that established a rights jurisprudence for animals under the 

Constitution, the Supreme Court imposed a ban on jallikattu and similar sports involving animals 

in 2014. It held the Tamil Nadu law regulating the sport as repugnant to the Central legislation 

on preventing cruelty to animals. It said the Act was “anthropocentric” in the sense that it 

sought to protect the interests of organisers, spectators and participants and not the animals. 

On the other hand, the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 (PCA) was an “ecocentric” 

law. The Bench ruled that the provisions of the State law were contrary to provisions of the 

Central Act in three ways: it went against the statutory duty of anyone with the care or charge 

of any animal to ensure its wellbeing and prevent infliction of unnecessary pain or 

suffering, the bar on using animals solely for entertainment and inciting them to fight and the 

restrictions on the training and exhibition of performing animals.  

 The court cited the ‘Five Freedoms’ recognised for animals by the World Health 

Organization for Animal Health — freedom from hunger, thirst and malnutrition; freedom from 

fear and distress; freedom from physical and thermal discomfort; freedom from pain, injury 

and disease; and freedom to express normal patterns of behaviour and said that these 

freedoms should be read into the provisions favouring animal rights found in the PCA.  

What was Tamil Nadu’s response?  

 A massive agitation broke out in January 2017 against the government’s failure to facilitate the 

conduct of jallikattu for successive years, with tens of thousands of people, especially 

youngsters, occupying the sands of the Marina in Chennai for days. This led to a surge of 

support for jallikattu. The government of then Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam agreed to take 

legislative measures. With the Union government’s cooperation, it obtained the 

President’s prior instruction to issue an ordinance that sought to remove the basis for 

the 2014 Supreme Court judgment.  To avoid repugnancy with the Central law, the 

ordinance, which was replaced by an Act within a few days, was adopted as a Statespecific 

amendment to the PCA itself. It was framed in a way that would define jallikattu as an event 

organised to promote and follow tradition and culture and to preserve the native breeds of 

bulls. Its clauses were worded to remove the applicability of the PCA provisions to jallikattu. 

It added the sport as another exception to the list of acts the PCA itself allows as those that do 

not amount to cruelty (other exceptions include dehorning, castration and destruction of stray 

dogs and other animals). It made the restriction on use of animals for performances inapplicable 

to jallikattu, besides including the sport to the list of ‘exemptions’ from the rule against using 

some animals as performing animals. With the President giving his assent, the amendment 

became law in Tamil Nadu. 

  What does the SC ruling now say?  

 In its latest ruling, a Constitution Bench has accepted the basic argument that jallikattu is 

part of the cultural heritage of Tamils. It observed that the judiciary cannot examine the 

question whether something was part of tradition and culture, and that it would defer to 
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the legislature’s view in this regard. On this point, it differed from the 2014 verdict which 

had rejected the claim that the sport had cultural and traditional value. It upheld the 

Amendment Act, saying it has now legitimised the bovine sport and that it cannot be termed a 

piece of colourable legislation. The court recalled that the 2014 judgment had banned the 

sport by citing acts that amounted to cruelty then. However, the situation was now different, 

the Constitution Bench said, as the State amendment has been followed up with stringent 

regulations for conducting jallikattu. It ruled that the State legislation should be read along 

with the rules framed for holding these events. Therefore, there are no statutory violations now 

that warrant a ban on jallikattu 
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